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ADAMS COUNTY — Carolyn Thompson (1991) 

It seemed appropriate to me to write a brief history of the Adams County League as I remember it.  I 
asked for help from Kay Veldorale, who was the first president, and she gave me some things from her files. I 
invited reminiscences from others to add to this history, because I think we should not forget these stories. 

What is now the League of Women Voters of Adams County was first organized as the Westminster 
League of Women Voters. It began with a group of women who were acquainted by membership in the 
Westminster Presbyterian church, but all women from the fast-growing town of Westminster were 
welcomed. The town began as a sleepy little railroad stop called deSpain Junction.  Later it was called Harris 
Park, and finally was named Westminster for Westminster College which was located on the hill. 
Established by the Presbyterian church, the college had belonged to the Pillar of Fire Church since 1920. 

Late in 1946 and early 1947, the first subdivisions of GI homes were built in the city and the explosive 
post-war growth began. By 1956, the city was ready to write its first home rule charter, and with the 
increased interest in local government, the Westminster League was formed. Kay Veldorale accepted the 
position as president of the provisional League, and began work on the "Know Your City" study which was 
required before the League would be granted full status. A "Know Your City" booklet was published in 
January 1957 when Denamae Fox was president. 

The first meetings were held in the red brick home of Til (Matilda) Campbell which crowned the hill at 
81st and Lowell, its Dutch gable roof still a distinguished landmark in the city. By 1960, the Westminster 
League had attracted members from the suburbs of Northglenn, Thornton, and other areas of Adams 
County. We realized that we needed to be more than the Westminster League, and began the process of 
becoming the League of Women Voters of Adams County. This meant that we had to undertake a "Know 
Your County" study, with a booklet published in November 1961. Relva Wilsom was the president who 
oversaw the transition into the Adams County League. 

In 1975, under president Joan Novy, a study of six Adams County communities was compiled, and in 
1976 the "Know Your County" book was updated. The League conducted studies of school districts in 
Adams County, local Land use, planning and zoning, and the Tri-County Health Department. In 1987, we 
published "Adams County, Today and Tomorrow." 

ARAPAHOE COUNTY -- (from file material)  

Arapahoe County was the first of seventeen counties organized when the first Legislature of the Territory 
of Colorado met on September 9, 1861. Almost half of what is now the State of Colorado was called 
Arapahoe County when it was part of Kansas Territory. The census taken at that time found the population 
of the Territory to be 25,331, with about 3,000 of those people living in Denver, which was the Arapahoe 
County Seat.   he population of the county was 13,766 in 1920, had increased to 162,142 by 1970, and to 1

293,621 in 1980. Aurora was the third largest city in the state with a population of 158,588.  The 2

boundaries of Arapahoe County have changed many times. In 1902, the county was divided into four parts 
with the eastern part designated as Washington and Yuma counties and the western part making up Adams, 
Denver, and the present Arapahoe County. 

On March 25, 1969, a combined annual meeting was held by the Leagues of Women Voters of Cherry 
Hills, Englewood, and Littleton. The purpose of the meeting was the formation of the League of Women 
Voters of Arapahoe County, to include members of those three Leagues and any other members in the 
county. Nonie Ragsdale was president of the Littleton League with 140 members; Englewood's president 

  Robert S. Lorch, Colorado’s Government, p. 16.1

  Rand McNally, Road Atlas 1990, p. 119.2
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was Doris Wells with 35 members; and the Cherry Hills League had 86 members with Ellen Reesy as 
president. 

The Cherry Hills League had been formed on May 17, 1950, by 25 charter members, with Mrs. E.D. 
Gumm was the first president. Anita Ausfahl was president when the Englewood League was approve with 
18 charter members on October 8, 1953. The first president of the Littleton League, Mrs. Walter Lowrie, 
had taken office when that group of 34 charter members was approved on September 20, 1956. 

An early history of the League quotes Tom Gavin of the Denver Post: "The League is one of a very few 
which actually are what they profess to be -- political nonpartisans acting as no front for any commercial 
interests." District Judge Donald Smith is quoted: "League's zeal in presenting the case on behalf of 
children in the metro area has been perhaps the greatest contributing factor to the creation of juvenile 
detention facilities." 

Columnist Garrett Ray wrote of the leaders of the League in Littleton: "Someday I'm going to take a year 
off and write a book about a group of Littleton women who have influenced my life significantly.  It is no 3

coincidence that all have been active in the League of Women Voters." He went on to name Libby Bortz, 
Carolyn Francisco, Sally Parsons, Rosalie Schiff, and Gretchen Peacock. Ray concluded by saying: "They 
not only have been a model for men and women whose personal priorities include community service, they 
also have played an enormous part in making their community a place where people still count." These are 
only a few of the outstanding women who have contributed to the League's recognition as a force in the 
community. 

BOULDER VALLEY — Elizabeth Nick (April 1991)  4

In the fall of 1930, the Colorado State president, Mabel Costigan, asked Helen Fischer to organize a 
Boulder branch of the League. Helen declined, as she had just been elected President of the Colorado 
Federation of Women's Clubs. However, she worked with others to form a League in Boulder. 

The Women Citizens League of Boulder became a reality on March 25, 1931, at the home of Mrs. W.E. 
Henderson. Twenty members met to elect their first officers: President, Mrs. Colin Goodykoontz; First 
Vice-President, Mrs. Arthur Cross; Second Vice-President, Miss Antoinette Bigelow; Secretary, Mrs. Mack 
Claflin; and Treasurer, Mrs. Melvin Goss. 

The Boulder League became the first local chapter of the League of Women Voters to organize in the 
state of Colorado.  Two of its officers, Mrs. Goodykoontz and Miss Bigelow, were members of the 
Colorado State League Board. They were part of the original group of women from Boulder, Colorado 
Springs, and Denver to organize the first State League of Colorado. When the State Board signed 
incorporation papers on May 4, 1929, they had to use the name of Women Citizen's League of Colorado, as 
another suffrage group in Colorado had the name of Colorado League of Women Voters. Although that 
group had no affiliation with the League of Women Voters of the United States, it was unwilling to give up 
the name. Nineteen years later, in 1940, when they did release their right to the name, the Women Citizens 
League of Colorado, Inc. changed its name to Colorado State League of Women Voters. The Boulder 
League became the Boulder League of Women Voters at the same time. 

The Boulder members met at least once a month during the first League year. Topics of study included 
the Lame Duck Amendment, World Court, taxation, rural schools, disarmament, child welfare, 

  Garrett Ray, "Scratch Pad: Remarkable People," Littleton Independent, May 22, 1979.3

  Board Minutes of the Boulder LWV; Glennis McPhilmy, "League of Women Voters Marking 50th Year 4

in City," Boulder Camera, February 20, 1981; “Personal correspondence, Voices From the Past 
— or Early History of the Boulder League," March 19, 1969.
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